Potassium channel antibody-associated encephalitis with hypothalamic lesions and intestinal pseudo-obstruction.
A subgroup of limbic encephalitis is associated with antibodies against voltage-gated potassium channels (VGKC), and responds well to immuno-modulating therapies. Anti-VGKC antibodies are also found in Isaacs' syndrome and Morvan's syndrome, both of which are sometimes complicated by thymoma. We describe a 52-years-old man with limbic encephalitis, thymoma, and anti-VGKC antibodies, who presented with autonomic dysfunctions such as severe intestinal pseudo-obstruction, hyperhidrosis and hypertension. Thymectomy and corticosteroid therapy remarkably improved his symptoms. Brain magnetic resonance imaging showed hypothalamic lesions, in addition to the bilateral involvement of the medial temporal lobes. This patient had severe autonomic dysfunctions resembling those of Morvan's syndrome. This case may represent a subgroup of VGKC-antibody associated syndromes with a wide spectrum of symptoms, including Isaacs' syndrome, Morvan's syndrome, and limbic encephalitis.